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Vehicle Production Figures 
Press release: 4740
22 January 2010

Note to broadcasters: SMMT has its own ISDN studio 

	Source:
	Cars
	Commercial Vehicles
	Total Vehicles
	Total Engines

	SMMT Ltd
	Dec-09
	YTD 2009
	Dec-09
	YTD 2009
	Dec-09
	YTD 2009
	Dec-09
	YTD 2009

	Total
	85,316
	999,460
	7,271
	90,679
	92,587
	1,090,139
	155,637
	2,053,456

	
	58.5%
	-30.9%
	15.6%
	-55.3%
	54.0%
	-33.9%
	N/A
	N/A

	Export
	66,673
	762,234
	5,123
	66,454
	71,796
	828,688
	120,240
	1,526,448

	
	43.2%
	-32.5%
	14.7%
	-47.1%
	40.7%
	-33.9%
	N/A
	N/A

	% of total
	78.1%
	76.3%
	70.5%
	77.5%
	77.5%
	76.0%
	77.3%
	74.3%

	Home
	18,643
	237,226
	2,148
	24,225
	20,791
	261,451
	35,397
	527,008

	
	156.7%
	-25.4%
	17.7%
	-68.7%
	128.8%
	-33.9%
	N/A
	N/A

	% of total
	21.9%
	23.7%
	29.5%
	26.2%
	22.5%
	24.0%
	22.7%
	25.7%



Car output up 58.5% in December, the biggest rise since May 1976.

Commercial vehicle output rose in December for the first time in 17 months.
· Full year car and commercial vehicle figures still down significantly on 2008.
· UK engine production data published for first time.
“The significant rise in December vehicle production is welcome news and signals some greater stability across global automotive markets,” said SMMT chief executive Paul Everitt. “We expect the year ahead to be extremely challenging, but the return of economic growth and a competitive exchange rate will help UK producers. Car and commercial vehicle production remain well below pre-recession levels and it is essential that there continues to be a focus on creating more and better priced finance for businesses and consumers.”
Car production
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Engine Production
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· UK engine manufacturers produced 2,053,456 engines in 2009.
· 74.3% of all engines produced in the UK were exported.
· Petrol engines accounted for 63% of total production versus 37% diesel.
“Despite the severe impact that the recession has had on the country’s economy, there were twice as many engines built in the UK than new cars,” said SMMT chief executive Paul Everitt.  “Most importantly, this underlines the significant role the UK plays in global automotive manufacturing and demonstrates the sheer scale of the motor industry in the UK.” 

Notes:

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
_1325602942.xls
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